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JOURNAL OF FORENSIC SCIENCES 

without a licer.se; we then can go forward with less shame to 
practice the Commission’s profession without a license ( ) . 

Experts in the forensic sciences are experts only when they 
speak authoritatively in those areas in which they are adequate^ 
qualified. While an analytical chemist may ieport on fin ^ n « 
of milligrams percent of alcohol found in a specimen of blood 
in his laboratory determination, he is not necessarily qualified 
as a student to study the physiology of alcohol or the motivations 
which involve an individual in the imbibing of alcohol. It may 
be tragic when a specialist in biochemistry testifies in cnm- 
inalistics if he is not informed in this area. It could be equai y 
tragic if a specialist in ballistics were to testify on a specimen 
of handwriting. How. .wen, may a lawyer assume competence- 
in the critical area of motivation? The legal mind is trained 
to assess fact and intent. His training and purpose prepare 
him to discredit rumor, speculation, conjecture and most ot , 

m ^fter a' comprehensive study of the Warren Report, this writer 
was astonished to learn that of the 522 witnesses interviewed 
or deposed and over 25,000 reports presented to the commission 
no psychiatrist studied any data gathered oy the toriruu ana 
official sources or by the investigators and attorneys ioi tn 
commission. The Warren Commission, composed oi a group of 
outstanding attorneys, competently staffed with assistants 
trained in the law, appeared to follow the practice altogethei 
i- 0 o common in the current scene of practicing iay psychiatry. 
It is well known that the law is interested in intent, particularly 
in matters involving ma;)or crimes; indeed it is tms tact tea 
is the cornerstone or. which the doctrine of mens rea is based. 
Motivation, the study of unconscious forces, upon which be- 
havior is based is clearly and distinctly not tne concern o, 
the law for it is based on conjecture rather than fact, concept 
rather than a knowledge of purpose. Yet it is interesting to 
note that an assistant counsel for the Warren Commission, Mr. 
Jenner, in deposing Mr. Kerry Wendell Thorniey was probinjf 
for motivation which I insist is not witmn die realm of -egal 
competence although I must agree that in a modern criminal 
tnai tne jury and the judge, the attorneys ana tne newspapers 
are all profoundly in search of and deeply affected by motiva- 
tion To quote Mr. Jenner, “We are dealing m a very delicate 
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WARREN REPORT-PSYCHIATRIC OBSERVATIONS 

Iiold here, and I am pressing you very severely.” Mr Thornlev 

somet me IannG colieagl,e of Lee Oswald, replied, “These are 
sometimes very grey thin lines we have to distinguish between ” 

Desnite n? 160 “ We are probin O for motivation” (5) 

co?^ntTr UP ° n ? a r ,° f detai ' ed ' ntorma tion gathered by 
. mpetent police and legal investigators, the report is Quite 
deficient in establishing motivation. P lb qmte 

in mm le,l ding the report in tail, the writer found himself 

evhlence MisSTf ^ P ° 8iti<m of a listening to 

• -ballistics data, fingerprint studies, report of in 

vestigators tracing the gun and the pistol, and details of this 

however dltfare 7 and convi ncing. Occasionally, 

" . 7 ata aie Presented, which, were the investnratoi 
pei haps a bit more alert to the implications of the content the 

KZt?- r aM m,ght *» bC “ 

\r n-l .. . d more rsveal ^g. For example, early in 

in* Dallas i Vlift^h' 1 1963 °' SWa,ds ]lved on Xeei Y Street 
. A ule huU »e which had a small backyard. On a 

•* l a ‘'’ ‘ lcrr>! dmg to the wife, Oswald asked her to take a 
P ' 6 °f holding a pistol, a rifle, and issues of two news- 
paper identified later as the “Worker” and the “Militant ” Two 
such pictures were taken (6). These pictures have a particuFr 
signmcance lor they clearly reveal Oswald's lack of affSon ir 

oartv k 1 f fc ? e u Communist Party or the Socialist Workers 

LmbetshSpTn lh° e * Parties of the left ^cognize that 

S flr ‘ P m ^ ^' ommunist Party and the membership in the 
bociahst Woraers party are totally incompatible. Oswald con 

r?v ed nmiSe 1 a Marxiat but not a Marxist Leninist, stating that 
^ dkl n0t believe in tne Principles of the 
O-om tv-Vt Om n . “ *! C - a inunist party. On his return 

with f he Soci-'Hst W ^ * tamed on a limited correspondence 
, " ne h0clclilst Woncers party, attempted to ioin that ran-v 
and actually subscribed to the “Militant " V -1? 7$ 1 my ’ 

newspaper of the Socialist Workers party ’ 

Oeu'.iM klL -C .1 i; 2 ' £* V ^ ar, ' en Report in detail notes that 

raj V . '■° Jaluate ooalmgs with the Communist oany 

corLTn^r ^ °, the “ Worker " and he continued ' some 
1 ” h° nq ? nCe in con nection with his “Fair Play Cor Cuba Corn- 
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' d : r : a : a wr ™ d , this ‘' F ™ Play for Cuba Com- 
and c r tne anas ot Hideh and he was the sole member! 
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